July Bible Study – BE ESTABLISHED” – Elder Cynthia Johnson
This week we continue to look at the words “be established.” In particular, we find these words in Hebrews 13:9 below are several versions of this verse:

Do not be carried about (away) with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be established by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have been occupied with them New King James Version
So do not be attracted by strange, new ideas. Your spiritual strength comes from God's special favor, not from ceremonial rules about food, which don't help those who follow them.
New Living Translation © 1996 Tyndale Charitable Trust
Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace, not by ceremonial foods, which are of no value to those who eat them. 
New International Version © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society
Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, through which those who were so occupied were not benefited. 
New American Standard Bible © 1995 Lockman Foundation
Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings; for it is well that the heart be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not benefited their adherents.

Revised Standard Version © 1947, 1952. 
With teachings manifold and strange be not carried about, for [it is] good that by grace the heart be confirmed, not with meats, in which they who were occupied were not profited; 

Robert Young Literal Translation 1862, 1887, 1898 Info
Hebrews is a letter addressed to Jewish believers. Those who had converted to Christianity expected Christ to return soon. Persecutions against them were mounting (see Hebrews 10:32-34). Doubts abounded as to whether or not they had made the right choice to become a Christian and they were thinking of going back. 
The author of Hebrews during this trying time encouraged the believers to stand strong and hold on to their faith. They had come from a religion (Judaism) that focused on blessings being associated with earthly things: an earthly tabernacle or temple, earthly priests, earthly sacrifices a covenant that promised earthly prosperity. In contrast, Christ is “at the right hand of the Majesty on high” vs. 1:3, where He dispenses heavenly blessings—read vs. 3:1; 6:4; 8:5; 11:16; 12:22, 23)*
Chapter 13 is a summary of how God's people ought to live, in light of the fact that we serve a God who loved us by sending His Son into this world to die for the penalty of our sins. 

As you read and meditate on verse 9 think about it in light of what it teaches and answer the following questions: 

Character – what would friends, enemies and associates say about yours?

Decision making – do you make good choices?

Doctrinal beliefs – have you formed your own or are you being lead by others? i.e., what do you believe about salvation, the Trinity, heaven or hell, the Bible as the Word of God, Jesus as the only way to God the Father, etc. 
Holiness – how would you define it and are you living it?

Instability – how steady are you in life, in relationships?

Stability of character – are you wishy washy? 

Vanity>external religion is vanity – do you have a facsimile, form or a relationship? 
The walk of the believer – have you crucified—put to death, your old nature character and deeds? i.e., anger, gluttony, lying, fornication, adultery, lust, etc.
Confirmation – are you committed to live a victorious life in Christ? Are you rooted and grounded in Him?
Occupying until Christ returns – are you standing strong, firm, if the face of opposition? 

One Bible translation says: “Occupy or do business until I (Christ) come.” Do you have a desire of being an entrepreneur? What do you need to do or continue to do to make it a reality?
